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WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
COLORADO  RIV3R  DRAINAGE 
May  1,  1952 


The  snow-melt  season  discharge  of  the  Colorado  River  into 
Lake  Head  will  probably  be  the  largest  for  any  year  since 
Hoover  Dam  was  completed.    Snow  water  contents  m.oasured  on 
practically  all  high  elevation  courses  in  Colorado  are  at  a 
record  high.    Somewhat  less  snow  has  occurred  on  the  Green 
River  watershed  in  Wyoming  and  at  lower  elevations  in  New 
Mexico,    Soil  moisture  conditions  throughough  the  Upper 
Basin  are  described  as  very  good,    Cui-rent  stream  flow  is 
above  normal  for  tiiis  date. 

From   Arizona  after  a  series  of  dry  years  it  is  reported 
that  v/ith  the  exception  of  the  Gila  River  drainage  there 
is  more  water  stored  on  this  date  than  at  any  times  since 
June  19U3»    Stream  flox^^  as  of  May  1  was  measured  as  U675 
second-feet  for  the  Salt  Rivsr,  952  for  the  Tonto  and 
lai+5  for  the  Verde. 


COLORADO  RIVllR  kW 
TRIBUTARI-5S  IN  COLOPuADO 

Colorado  River  (above  Grand  Junction):    Snow  water  content  measured  on  the 
Upper  Colorado  River  on  May  1  was  about  lh5  percent  of  normal.    Snow  melt  was 
above  average  during  April.    Lovj  elevation  snow  is  gone  and  there  has  been 
substantial  depletion  of  the  snow  water  contents  at  high  elevations.  How- 
ever, the  snow  cover  is  generally  at  a  record  high  for  this  date  and  the  snow 
melt  season  dischai-ge  of  the  Upper  Colorado  River  will  probably  exceed  any 
year  since  snow  surveys  were  started  in  1936.    Stream  flow  is  well  above  normal* 
Soil  moisture,  range  and  crop  conditions  are  described  as  good, 

Gunnison  River:    On  the  Gunnison  River  the  snow  water  content  as  of  May  1  was 
168  percent  of  normal.    The  remaining  snow  is  very  heavy,  particularly  at 
medium  mountain  elevations  from  9500  to  10,000  feet^    The  discharge  of  the 
Gunnison  River  was  l5o  percent  of  normal  during  April  and  has  increased  rapidly 
since  May  1,    The  snow  melt  ,  season  discharge  of  this  streaii  including  a]-l  of 
its  tributaries  will  be  very  high.    Reports  of  flooding  in  low  areas  have  been 
noted  at  this  early  date.    Soil  moisture,  range  and  crop  conditions  are  re- 
ported as  excellent  over  the  entire  drainage. 

San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers;    In  contrast  with  the  past  tvro  years,  the  snoxir 
melt  season  discharge  of  the  San  Juan  and  its  tributaries  in  Colorado  will  be 
near  record  high,    Th^^re  was  a  substantial  melting  of  snow  at  medi-um  exposed 
elevations  diirin<;,  April,    At  high  elevations  snow  cover  decreased  slightly. 
Stream  flow  is  veil  above  normal.    Soil  moisture,  range  and  ci'op  conditions 
are  reported  as  viiy   tpod.    Precipitation  during  April  was  about  two  times 
normal,    Vallecito  reservoir  is  dovm  to  about  22,000  acre  feet. 


lampa  and  White  Rivers i  The  snow  melt  season  riinoff  of  these  streams  will  be 
slightly  less  in  respect  to  normal  than  for  streams  in  southwestern  Colorado, 
However  the  seasonal  runoff  will  be  much  above  normal.    Soil  moisture,  range 
and  crop  conditions  are  described  as  excellent,    April  stream  flow  has  been 
above  average,  especially  on  the  Yampa  where  there  is  a  considerable  area  of 
heavy  snow  melt  at  relatively  low  elevations  in  valley  areas- 

Dolores  River;    Snow  melt  season  runoff  of  this  stream  will  be  the  highest  in 
many  years.    Local  flooding  has  already  been  reported.    Precipitation  in  the 
Cortez  area  is  reported  as  over  twice  normal  for  April,    The  soil  in  irrigated 
areas  is  very  wet» 

GREEN  RIVER  IN  WYOMING 

Snow  cover  on  the  Green  River  drainage  is  above  normal  but  less  than  for 
other  Colorado  River  tributaries  and  much  less  than  for  this  date  in  1951 • 
There  was  substantial  snow  melt  during  April,    Practically  no  snow  remains 
at  valley  and  foothill  elevations.     Stream  flow  is  about  normal, 

COLORADO  RIVjIR  TRIBUTARIES 
IN  ARIZONA 

The  water  supply  outlook  for  Arizona  is  the  best  for  many  years.    On  the  Salt, 
Verde  and  Tonto  Rivers  the  winter  snow  cover  ranged  from  200  to  ^00  percent 
of  normal  and  the  runoff  to  date  has  been  very  hi^.    Current  storage  in  Salt 
River  Valley  reservoirs  is  the  highest  since  June  19l43«    An  estimated  20  per- 
cent of  the  snow  remains  on  the  watershed.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  re- 
ported as  excellent  at  high  elevations  and  about  average  in  irrigated  areas. 

The  winter  snow  accumulation  on  the  Gila  River  watershed  was  much  less  than 
for  other  Arizona  streams.    There  is  no  snow  remaining  on  this  watershed.  The 
flow  into  San  Carlos  now  ranges  from  300  to  600  second  feet.    Soil  moisture 
conditions  are  reported  as  fair. 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Percent  of  Normal 
May  1,  1952 


NOTE : 


The  above  figures  represent  approximate  snow  v/ater  contend 
reTiaining  o;i  snov/  courses  as  of  May  1  in  percent  of  norml 
and  does  not  necessarily  indicate  expected  sumr.er  runoff 
of  tho  streaaas.   
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


